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[bookmark: _GoBack]Summary
Stephen Asma in the article The myth of universal love on New York Times presents a critical argument on the capacity of human sympathy and empathy to others. The author presents arguments from two social theorists, Jeremy Rifkin and Peter Singer, who hold a belief that individuals must extend their empathy beyond the their family boundaries to reach the larger society, even if it means compromising the family love. The author however disagrees with the argument and holds that one should first feed their own needs those f family members and those close to them before extending to other members of the society. 
Authors Opinion
The author holds an opinion that tends to contradict the arguments of the two social theorists. The author disagrees with the argument by stating that he cannot give equal treatments to strangers and his family to arrive at an ideal egalitarian ethics. He argues that not all people are equally entitled to receive the same amount of love affection moral duties and resources. To the author, family members have the first priority to such entitlements, followed by friends, then by acquaintances and finally the strangers. The author also sees empathy and care as very scarce resources. The author also finds it dubious to think that we people should transcend tribe and embrace utilitarianism because all people are equal. 
Key Words
The keywords and issues in this article include ethics, sympathy and empathy, utilitarian philosophy, care, utilitarian principle and humanity.
Some of the vocabularies and concepts I would like to understand include biosphere consciousness, psychological chemical progression, limbic system and affective neuroscience. 
My take
In my opinion, I would agree with singer in that we should always show affection to people in need, even if they are strangers.  However, it would be rational if we helped people only within our capacity to help depending on our capacity to help. Universal love should mean that we are able to make the lives of all the other people within or reach bearable. The love should be spread across the societies to eventually end up with one global community.
Disagreements
Asma holds the opinion that it is not possible to achieve universal love due to the nature of human being that is characterized by selfishness and favoritism. I disagree with statement and argue that the utilitarian principle is a strong virtue held by human beings. The only barrier with the utilitarian principle is the aspect of compromising the happiness of their kin to take care of others.  Asma also refers to empathy as a limited resource. Human beings have an evolutionally shared decency that makes them a family. They have an internal awareness which triggers empathy and care among them. 
Moreover, I disagree with the author’s opinion that empathy is not something one can do all the time to all people. That is because even if human beings have a natural vibration of heartstrings any time they see other people suffering even if they are strangers, and have a feeling of sympathy and spread the feeling when they see other humans suffering, the levels of devotion and actions of care are different when it comes to family relatives and friends. That is because, human beings are more likely to donate organs, visit the sick and take care of sick person’s children to real tribe members and relatives than to strangers. However, contrary evidence can be seen when people donate help to victims of calamities and go as far as donating blood. 
Finally, the author also argues that many people will be more inclined to their close knit groups consisting of their relatives, friends as well as allies to express their loyalty, gratitude and generosity. He argues that only after expressing such traits that they can obtain love from an individual. However, this argument is not substantial because it fails to provide an argument or prove on how generosity, loyalty and gratitude assist people obtain love from an individual so easily and how it enables people to disregard utilitarian love. 
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